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344a Tuesday , March 8, 2011(Ser16, Lys27 and Asn34) may implicate domain Ib of phospholamban in
the order-to-disorder transition. In summary, the two-dimensional co-crys-
tals with SERCA require a functional pentameric form of phospholamban,
which physically interacts with SERCA at an accessory site distinct from
that used by the phospholamban monomer for the inhibitory association.
Phosphorylation or mutation of phospholamban alters the SERCA-pentamer
interaction in a manner normally associated with inhibition by the mono-
mer.
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Thrombospondin-4 (TSP4) is a matricellular protein found in the heart and
upregulated in heart failure; however, its role in cardiac regulation is un-
known. Our previous work showed that mice lacking the TSP4 gene
(tsp4-/-) respond normally to acute (seconds) pressure overload, but rapidly
deteriorate minutes after. Thus, we hypothesize that TSP4 is involved in the
slow force response (SFR), the second phase of stretch-mediated adaptation
to loading, discovered a century ago, yet not fully understood. One pro-
posed mechanism for the SFR is an increase in ERK phosphorylation
that leads to increased Naþ/Hþ exchanger-1 activity. The latter increases
intracellular Naþ, causing the Naþ/Ca2þ exchanger (reverse mode) to rise
intracellular Ca2þ, therefore increasing force. To investigate this, cardiac
papillary muscles were isolated from tsp4-/- and wild-type (WT) litter-
mates. Muscles were stretched from 92% of the length that generated max-
imum force (Lmax ) to 98% Lmax. This length was maintained for 15 min
while force and Ca2þ transients (fura-2AM) were simultaneously recorded.
The immediate rise in force without change in Ca2þ (Frank-Starling) was
similar in both groups. However, whereas a positive SFR occurred in
WT (33 5 7%, n=5), tsp4-/- muscle displayed a negative SFR (14 5
2%, n=5). The difference in force was accompanied by a rise in Ca2þ in
WT but not in tsp4-/- (7 5 2% vs. 15 2%, P<0.05). Next, hearts were
excised from mice 15 minutes following transaortic constriction (pressure
overload) and phosphorylation of ERK1/2 and Akt was found to be de-
creased in the tsp4-/- mice (P<0.05). We conclude that TSP4 is necessary
for cardiac adaptation to stretch. Its absence blunts the SFR (force and
Ca2þ rise). Moreover, TSP4 seems to be involved in this mechanism up-
stream of ERK1/2 and Akt.
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Understanding the passive properties of the left ventricle (LV) is important
with the high and increasing prevalence of Diastolic Heart Failure. We ex-
amined the sources of passive pressure in the isolated mouse heart and its
working sarcomere length (SL) range. A Langendorff perfused isolated
heart system was used with a volume controlled balloon inserted in the
LV of the mouse (C57BL/6). Hearts were paced and perfused with a Tyrode
solution at constant perfusion pressure. The volume control system was
used to measure Frank-Starling (FS) relationships. Hearts were then ar-
rested and permeabilized by perfusing the heart with 1% triton in a relaxing
solution followed by measurement of the FS relationship. The obtained
passive pressure-volume curve for the permeabilizied heart was lower
than that of the intact heart; analysis revealed that turgor from constant
pressure perfusion of the intact heart is a major source of this difference.
To determine the molecular basis of the passive pressure of the skinned
heart, we used both myofilament extraction and trypsin degradation of titin
and repeated FS measurements. Both methods suggest that titin produces
~80% of the passive pressure of the heart. Additional intact hearts were
glutaraldehyde fixed at passive and BaCl2 activated conditions at similar
volumes to the permeabilized hearts. Mid-wall fibers were carefully dis-
sected from the hearts and SL measured via laser diffraction. SL of acti-
vated hearts ranged from 1.8-2.0um; diastolic SL from 1.95-2.15 um.
Consistent with the isolated heart experiments, isolated muscle work shows
that in this SL range, titin is the main contributor to passive tension. In
conclusion, in the mouse LV diastolic sarcomere lengths exists in a rela-
tively tight range and in this range titin is the major contributor to diastolic
pressure of the intact heart.1869-Plat
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Titin’s elastic I-band region is a hotspot for protein-protein interactions
and important for myocyte extensibility and passive stiffness. The titin
springs can be phosphorylated at the N2B-unique sequence (N2Bus) by
protein kinases (PK)A or PKG and at the PEVK-domain by PKCalpha,
which affects passive stiffness. We searched for protein phosphatase(s)
acting on the N2Bus. A yeast-2-hybrid (Y2H) screen with the human
N2Bus ("bait") and a human heart cDNA library ("prey") detected the cat-
alytic domain of the serine/threonine protein phosphatase-5 (PP5) as
a binding partner of the cardiac N2Bus. The interaction was confirmed
in forced Y2H screens with the N2Bus and full-length PP5 or PP5 cata-
lytic subunit (PP5c), and also in GST-pulldown assays. In cardiomyocytes,
PP5 was mainly in the cytosol but also in the nucleus and at the sarco-
meric I-bands. Recombinant PP5 was found by autoradiography to dephos-
phorylate recombinant, PKG-phosphorylated, N2Bus, and PP5 bound more
strongly to (PKA-/PKG-)phosphorylated N2Bus than to non-phosphorylated
N2Bus. Phosphorylation of titin could be reduced in human heart tissue
treated ex vivo with recombinant PP5c, an effect detected with phospho-
N2Bus (S469) specific antibodies. A transgenic mouse model with PP5
overexpression revealed reduced cardiac titin phosphorylation levels com-
pared to wildtype mouse hearts. PP5 expression was elevated in human
heart failure, while titin phosphorylation was depressed. PP5c treatment
of enzymatically skinned single human cardiomyocytes significantly re-
duced passive stiffness, which can potentially be explained by dephosphor-
ylation of the PEVK-domain adjacent to the N2Bus. In conclusion, PP5 is
a novel binding partner of cardiac titin at the N2Bus and acts to reduce
passive myocyte stiffness by dephosphorylating the titin springs. PP5 may
participate in mechanical signaling pathways converging on the titin
springs.1870-Plat
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In cardiac muscle, the interplay between forces generated by the contractile
apparatus and sensed by integrins is thought to play an important role in
cardiac remodeling and the pathogenesis of diseases such as hypertrophic
cardiomyopathy (HCM). Although the effects of external forces on integrin
signaling have been extensively studied in cardiac myocytes, the effects of
internal contractile forces on integrin signaling remain undefined. To study
the effects of altered contractility on integrin signaling, we have developed
an in vitro tissue model consisting of a flexible micropattered scaffold
which facilitates organized growth and differentiation of neonatal rat ven-
tricular myocytes (NRVMs) into an adult phenotype with an organized fil-
ament structure (cardiofilaments) with intercalated discs. To measure
integrin activation in this model system, we have constructed an adenovirus
expressing a talin-GFP fusion protein. Binding of this talin-GFP to integrins
upon integrin activation will be detected using total internal reflectance
(TIRF) microscopy. We have confirmed talin-GFP colocalization with in-
tegrins at cell-ECM contacts using confocal microscopy. To measure trac-
tion forces generated by cardiofilaments, we use TIRF microscopy to
measure displacements of fluorescent markers embedded within the laminin
matrix. Simultaneous measurements of integrin activation and cardiofila-
ment mechanics will allow us to directly determine how contractile forces
altered by small molecule effectors such as blebbistatin influence integrin
signaling. We hypothesize that activating sarcomere contractile forces
will increase traction forces and activate integrins, initiating a hypertrophic
response.1871-Plat
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